Histologically the lymphocytic tissue of the spleen had similar changes to those seen in the thymus and lymph nodes. The splenic follicles in the uninfected control cats were composed primarily of mature lymphocytes. Reticuloendothelial cells were not a prominent histological feature. In the infected germfree group, however, by PID 3 the mature lymphocytes were already partly replaced by larger lymphoblasts. In addition, reticuloendothelial cells had begun to proliferate within the central portion of the splenic follicles. By PID 5, many reticuloendothelial Celts occurred throughout the splenic follicles. Most of these cells were greatly enlarged with the nucleus making up the larger proportion of the cell. These cells contained phagocytized debris. By PID 10, the reticuloendothelial cells also contained hemosiderin. The splenic follicles again had mature lymphocytes. Some follicles even had narrow outer zones of lymphocytes.
The tonsils, bronchial lymph nodes, and mandibular lymph nodes were also examined. These contained similar lesions but they were not as prominent as those seen in the thymus and mesenteric lymph nodes.
